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(57) Abstract 

A process for producing a polyhydroxy carboxylic acid which comprises condensation-polymerizing either an alkyl hydroxy 
carboxylate or a hydrolyzate containing a hydroxy carboxylic acid and obtained by hydrolyzing at least part of the alkyl hydroxy carboxylate 
to yield a prepolymer and polymerizing the resultant prepolymer by solid state polymerization; and a process for producing a glycolide 
which comprises subjecting the resultant glycolic acid prepolymer or polyglycolic acid to solid state depolymcrization. 
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